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’ahe Ethic0 of the Hntf4Regfetras 
tfort preee. 

As the report of the proceedings of the 
Annual Meeting of the Society for the State 
Registration of Trained Nurses, published in 
Maomillan ’8 1 ay iiur sing journ al, T 11 c AT U )*si 11 g 
1 iw es, \vm inost incorrect in severnl iniportant 
particulars, a n  ofliciul correction vas  sent to 
tlie Eclitor of that journal by the Hon. 
Secretmy, Miss 81. Breay. Contrary to  the 
accepted rriles of repritizble journalism, the 
oEcial correction has been suppressed, and 
a inisleading editorial stateiiient substi- 
tuted. The ethics-or lack of ethics-of 
the anti-registration press in depreciating 
and misrepresenting the State Registra- 
tion movement are now so well realised 
that the aniiiius of the statements re- 
ferred to  have doubtless been taken c u m  
grcc~liirrz sctlis by those, who have read them, 
and at  Jtiss Ureay’s roquest we insert her 
letter :- 

To t h e  .Editor of t h e  ‘ I  S i rrs inq  Y ‘ i ~ t ~ / ~ : : . ‘ ‘  

I~ADAM,---AS yoiir report of the Annnal BIcrtiiig 
of t h e  Society for the  S ta te  Qcgistration of 
Trnined Nurses is  ignorantly gnrblccl and incorrect. 
I have offidially t o  rcqurst t h a t  i n  your n c s t  issut. 
you will publish this  lctter. 

You s ta te  t h a t  t h e  President, i n  her address, 
&aid t h a t  ‘‘ The tinic. for patience n.ns  no^ wcr  
aiid militant methods must lie tried. Thc only 
may to get a thing was to be pertiiiacious and 
aggrpssivc, ancl the qnestion of &lite Registration 
having f ailccl t o  ovrrc‘onie thc. opposition in  t h e  
Houses of Parliament, must be brought before t h e  
bar of public opinion.” 

The Prcsidcnt’s address, which w n s  rcacl froin 
manuscript, ancl puldished irord for word i n  t h e  
official organ of the  Society, THE BRITISH JOURNAL 
OF NURSINR, as a protection against such misrepre- 
sentation, contains no such statement, nor any- 
i,hiilg which. t h e  inost imaginative re1)ortt.r c o ~ l c l  
:onstruo into such a statement. 

i\Coreove~*, Registrationists have not  failcil t o  
convit1cc l’arlinmcnt of the jiistire of their plea 
for ltegistrntion. The Annual Report, read nnr l  
adopted a t  t h e  uiecting i n  the  hearing of y o ~ c  
reportor, concluclecl with the following ~ o r d s  : - 

C L  Thc pnbljc is hoginning t o  rcnlise t h a t  it has 
110 guarantea t h a t  women who profes  t o  he 
t-l~oro~iglily trained are what they nsu lne  t o  be, 
nlicl legislation giving this guarantee cannot be 
long clelnyed. There is no clonbt t h a t  t h e  HOIISP 
of collilnolis is iu. favour of such legislation, ancl 
t h a t  if the  Ni1rSc.s’ Registration Bill secured tinle 
for a second retiding t h a t  it mould h a m  as favour- 
able n rcceptioii 11s i t  had in t h e  Home of *Lords i n  
1908.” 

Everyone not  hopeIessly ignora,nt of the  history 
of the NIIrsrB’ Registration movenient Bnolrs t h a t  
the NII~S& Bill p w d  through the House of h ~ d s  
in t h a t  Scar, without a division a t  any stage. This 

r i  

call hardly be construecl by t h e  most arclent anti- 
registrationist into “ having failed to overcome 
the. oppositioi in the  Houses of Parliament.” 

In coiinectioii with the  acloption of t h e  resoln- 
tion proposed at the  meeting, the Presicleiit said 
(I again quote t h e  official report), “ T h e  only 
];eople who were listened t o  were those who were 
pertinacious. Nurses had maitecl in patience for 
!ong, but their patience i ~ a s  becoming eshaustcd. 
They must hare public meetings and plain spealr- 
ing, ancl bring their oppoiienta to  the  bar of public 
opinion, as they had already brouglit them before 
t h e  Select Committee of t h e  House of @amnions, 
and tlie Homo of Lords.” 

Lastly, you coininent on the financial aspect as 
not  re-assiwing, but fail t o  meiitioii a balance of 
€45 16s. l l c l . ?  aiid t h e  fact t h a t  a veiy large 
iiiunber of riiembers paid a life subscription on 
joining t h e  Soricty, nnd tlixt $2.5 s i r e n  in 
donations by members during the past year, in  
itddition t o  a i~ni ia l  subscriptions, provecl their 
continlied interest in the  woik of t h e  Society. 

33tit the  Prc&knt remarkcc1 t h a t  she had some 
svnipathy with those nurses who had failed to  p:1$ 
tlirir Annual Subscriptions ; t h a t  nurses in  thib 
coiuitrp hacl heen pnying for  it national reforin for 
so many yewrs, and t h a t  i t  mnst be remembered 
thr i r  opponents w r e  rich iurn, but  they did I l r J t  
piit their hancls into tlirir on’n pockets t o  financv 
this iiiclndxial battle. The Central Hospital Coun- 
cil for London, wliich n’as the act i ro  uppoiieiit of 

tration, had talren power t o  defray 
it.; espensw by :~iniual coiitribritions from tlir 
constituent hospitals. That  wal5 t o  say, oa t  of 
nioiiey suliserilml by the ch:iritable, public for tliv 
wlicf of tlir sick poor. 

On  any future occasion t h a t  a rcporter is sent 
t o  oiir meetings, I hope t h a t  it will be someone not 
sf) manifestly animateil by aiiti-registration allilnllij 
a, t o  be iun:il,le t o  supply you with a corrert 
:ic*coiint of tlie proceedings. 

I ;ini, Jlaclani, 
Yours faithfully, 

JI.IRQ.UIET BREAY. 
Hon. Xecrefrcry, 

Society for the  S t a t e  1Et.gistratioii 
of Trnined Xiirses. 

The nttriiipt to conwy to nurses that tlie 
1:rgistriition nioreint~iit causes its supporters 
iinsiety is useless. Never has the nurses’ 
e:jiise I)cvn in so safe :ind sntisfiictory :I coil- 
dition. .4ssociat8ions of iiiedical Ijractitioners 
mid trained nurses, 30,000 strong, have the 
Nurses’ Ikgistration 1311 in liand, and a t  thr. 
right moment iiieiui to press it forward with 
irresistible cleterniinntion. That, numbrrs o f  
huii i~in brings-men as ~relI  as n’oiiien-are 
a p t h e t i c  in giving ~wr:‘on~l :;ri?-ice to iiiattei i 
of sor.itil ani1 erlucutional refoim none cwii 
(Ieny, hiit the energy of the fen7 is for erer pro- 
-c.idiiig the driving force necessary for thl. 
elevation of that niass. The Act for the 
State Registration of Trnined Nurses is 
quite certain at  an early date of a plaw 
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